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“I have been absolutely thrilled to have Heatherhill included in 
The Philosophy Club’s Big Questions program. It has created such a “buzz” 
in the school. I was hoping it would provide an introduction to Philosophy 
and high level thinking and discussion, and an opportunity to engage in 
something quite di�erent to the usual school program. The program 
exceeded my expectations! Students have been encouraged to challenge 
their own thinking, ponder possibilities and alternatives, and consider 
others’ opinions in a way they may not have had to previously. Michelle’s 
and David’s preparation was thorough and communication was excellent. 
It would be wonderful to continue with the program and develop the kids 
further. We are planning to incorporate Big Questions type discussions and 
thinking into the curriculum next term.”

Principal, Heatherhill Primary School

“Thank you so much for involving us in this project. Both the students and 
myself got a lot out of it. The brie�ng presentation was excellent because 
it got us excited and gave us a great overview of the program and what 
our students would be discussing. The facilitators were amazing … very 
professional and connected well with the students. It was very exciting to 
see the change in the students from the beginning to the end, and the 
usually very quiet students building con�dence to share their thoughts. 
I think the biggest impact by far was their speaking and listening. In the 
beginning I noticed the students were quite shy and weren’t always 
listening to one another [so] they often went o� topic. By the last few 
weeks all students were speaking and the conversations were a lot more 
focused. The most memorable thing about the program was hearing 
some of the amazing quotes from our students. It was great to be able to 
take a step back and collect some data on the students speaking and 
listening. Just being able to listen to the students interact was a pleasure 
that teachers don’t often get. I really hope to be able to continue the 
philosophical discussions and maybe start a lunchtime philosophy club. 
Come back!”

Years 4 – 6 teacher, Heatherhill Primary School

“Thank you so much for all the incredibly engaging lessons and the 
e�ort that you all put in. Our students loved being challenged. 
Thanks for letting them share their creative and re�ective thoughts 
and building an environment where they all wanted to participate 
and share. The facilitators were fantastic! They were enthusiastic and 
also ensured they were encouraging the students to think deeply 
and share their ideas and opinions. It was interesting seeing how the 
students have developed their con�dence to share ideas and ask 
questions. It was great to be able to observe how they discuss big 
ideas and support each other. I have noticed that my students are 
more keen to talk in class about interesting topics and asking so many 
more “why!” questions. They are also more con�dent to challenge 
other people’s ideas and also to support people’s opinions with more 
reasons. Speaking and listening and thinking skills have de�nitely 
improved. I think the Philosophy program will in�uence my future 
classroom activities: I want to give students more time to think 
carefully and talk about their ideas and reasons why. Continue [the 
program] forever!”

Years 4 – 6 teacher, Heatherhill Primary School


