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Perceived impact on students

Curriculum and support

Training and preparation

How being a mentor has affected me



What did you gain professionally from the experience of mentoring?

"The Big Questions program has given me skills to break down 
complex philosophical questions into easier to understand topics. 
Particularly, I learned to think quickly to try to point the children in 
the right direction when they went off topic."

"I think it was just a good experience all around. Learning and 
teaching with other people I'd never met was helpful for 
professional type relationships. It was just a new experience, 
unlike anything I've ever done, and as far I'm concerned that's 
valuable on its own. I also feel like I learned a lot more about 
primary-aged students and their thinking and learning."

"I now feel even more confident working with children and 
constructing a learning environment that is both engaging and 
fun. I learnt new moderating skills and was able to develop my 
speaking and listening skills."

“I developed a confidence in my capacity to develop the skills 
necessary to take part in a program that seemed pretty far from 
the skill and experience base I started with. Also, seeing the 
differences and similarities between the kids at King David School 
and Heatherhill has made me appreciate the importance of this 
style of teaching in disadvantaged schools.”

What did you gain personally from the experience of mentoring?

“Thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to be a part of this 
program. It was by far one of the most rewarding things I have ever 
done and I will look back at my time at Heatherhill with fondness.” 

“It was really uplifting being able to watch the kids develop their 
confidence and critical thinking skills over the course of semester. 
We developed really special bonds with our group and it has 
definitely inspired me to consider teaching in the future.”

“[R]eally great to see ways in which philosophy can actually be made 
accessible to everyone. Personally, it made me consider that 
introducing young children to philosophy may be a way to 
develop philosophy’s transformative potential.”

“It was really really fun and really validating to have a positive effect 
on children.”

“I really felt that we were making a difference in their lives.”

“Mentoring provided an opportunity to develop how I express my 
opinions. With the students I noticed that I would have to 
reconfigure how I generally articulate myself in order to be more 
clear, and easier to interpret.“

“Very fulfilling work. I would get buzzed from working with great kids 
and talking about philosophy (my passion!) with them!”

“I only wish the program went longer... I enjoyed it so much.”
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